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June 9, 2021 

  

Parent and Families of the Class of 2021,  

  

This letter will serve as an update to our planning for Graduation, as the restrictions placed upon schools by the 

State and County Departments of Health have changed.  I would like to thank everyone for your support of our 

graduates, and for your understanding as we navigate through this time.   

 

The Graduation Ceremony remains scheduled for Saturday, June 26, at 10:00 a.m., on the field at the 

Middle/High School, with a rain date of Sunday, June 27 at 3:00 p.m. Our goal remains to create a celebration 

which allows our graduating Seniors the opportunity to enjoy this milestone with their entire class, and to 

maximize the number of guests each graduate can bring.   

  

The Graduation Ceremony that we are anticipating would have to follow the Department of Health revised 

guidelines for a “Medium Scale” event, which means that it would allow up to a total of 500 people, 

including Graduates and all staff working the event.  Each graduate will be permitted 5 guests.  In the past, 

students would acquire more tickets from other students who were not using them.  However, we must arrange 

chairs to be socially distant from other families, which means that acquiring unused tickets from other 

graduates is not an available option for this year. 

   

We are appreciative of some recent changes in State and County Health Department requirements which 

should make our Graduation Ceremony more enjoyable for those in attendance.  Because Graduation is an 

outdoor event, masks will be optional, but not required, for graduates and guests.  Graduates and guests 

may wear masks per their comfort level. Families will be seated in “pods”, socially distanced from other 

families; and gathering in large groups after the ceremony is strongly discouraged.    

  

Because Graduation is an outdoor event involving fewer than 500 people, the New York State 

Department of Health no longer requires those who wish to attend, including Graduates and staff 

members, to show proof of completed vaccination or a negative COVID test.  If an attendee does not feel 

well or is showing signs of COVID, that person should not attend the event.  

  

By following the requirements above, we will be able to have more people on campus for the 

celebration and provide a much-deserved farewell to this incredible group of students, while keeping everyone 

safe. Please arrive to the High School early to allow for the check-in process.  

  

Please contact the Main Office at 845-932-8401 x1101 or email me at plesciamar@swcsd.org with any 

questions.  

   

Sincerely,  

 

 

Mark J. Plescia  

Principal / Senior Class Advisor   
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